Bakehouse tackles love, loss and grief in Tom Holloway's 'And No More Shall We Part'
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Actor Peter Green stars in "And No More Shall We Part" at The Bakehouse.
PETER Green will break your heart with his soul-wrenching performance as a man faced with the impending loss of his lifelong love in this remarkably accurate, poignant, yet often gently humorous play.
While it is Jacqy Phillips' character Pam who is facing terminal illness, she confronts it with a stoicism and steely determination that puts her at ease with her ultimate decision.
As her husband Don, however, Green captures all the inner turmoil, anguish and anger of the partner who will be left behind.
Both actors deliver remarkable, almost understated performances but ultimately it is Green who tears us, the audience, apart emotionally with his frustration and grief.

Oddly - and yet successfully - newcomer director Yasmin Gurreeboo presents all the play's lengthy flashback moments, which account for about half the script, as pre-filmed sequences on a big screen which hangs above Pam's bed.  These have been produced and edited to cinematic standards, and in some moments the actors' actions on stage echo those on screen.

As successfully as it works, one wonders whether audiences go to the theatre to watch what is largely a film - especially when many of the play's most dramatic, moving moments occur in these recorded scenes.

Manda Webber's striking set design, with its huge, ghostly, bare-branched tree stretching out behind the bedroom screen, helps keep attention focused in what is a largely static production.

Australian author Tom Holloway's play feels completely real, from the warmth of the couple's shared experience and memories to their surprise at finding out, even in what may be their final moments together, that there are still truths to discover about each other.

From the outset there is a beautifully natural flow to the dialogue, even as the couple tip-toe awkwardly around the ominous elephant in the room.
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